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the Government was not to be met with there, that servility which is but another form of venality, and the worst form. The judges could not be removed, and they sought no promotion, two things alike necessary to their independence, for what matters it that a judge cannot be coerced if there are a thousand means of seduction T
The French monarchy, said the Parliament of Paris, would be "reduced to a despotism, if ministers could dispose of the judicature itself by partial exile or by the arbitrary translation of judges" that is, by sending an officer to Basti, Banda, or Sultan pur.
"In France there was a standing antagonism between the judicial and executive bodies when the ordinary tribunal allowed proceedings t'o be instituted against any officer. An order in council usually intervened to withdraw the accused persons from the jurisdiction, for, said a councillor of state, a public officer thus attacked would have had to encounter an adverse prepossession in the minds of the ordinary judges."
A similar proposal, on similar grounds, was made in 1877 to withdraw all cases against officials from native munsiffs iu Bengal ; it was supported by a majority of the civilians in the executive council, and disallowed by the casting vote of the Viceroy.
A curious check upon arbitrary power in France had been furnished by its own vices. All the judicial appointments were regularly sold, and those who bought them retained them for life. Therefore, '* As the king was almost entirely powerless in relation to the judges of the land, as he could neither dismiss them nor translate them, nor even for the most part promote them, their independence soon proved embarrassing to the crown."
In India, on the other hand, such are the innumerable changes and chances of promotion and transfer, that the judges are not likely to ofier any factious opposition to the executive which can make ot mar them. A judicial officer could be named who "during eighteen months of 1877-78, has been actually transferred to, or ordered to, five different districts, at distances up to 300 miles from each other. Further, he has either actually received, or been informed on. authority that he was to receive, the following different scales of pay in rupees per mensem: 439, 800, 1,133, 1,200, 500, 833, 1,833, 1,000, 1,200. He is not without hopes of still further bettering his condition by the favor of Government, and it is not likely that, in his judicial capacity, he would rush into offensive criticisms of his patron. Still all officers cannot be trusted, and . on many occasions in India we find the French system repro* ducedi "
.".The-Council continually intervened, by way of what was tended evocation, or the calling up to its own superior jurisdiction;